SAMPLE LETTER

  
(PLEASE DO NOT JUST SIGN THIS LETTER. WRITE AN ORIGINAL ON A CLEAN SHEET OF PAPER)
 

Date: 

The Honorable (Name of Supervisor)

The (Name of County) Board of Supervisors                                                 

Address
Dear Supervisor (Name):

After the tragedy that occurred involving [           ], we at [ORGANIZATION’S NAME]  began to ask what can be done to avoid such tragedies.  We asked how can citizens be safe and how can people with persistent, severe mental illness be safe in the community?

We believe that one of the answers is the implementation of California Assembly Bill 1421 – Assisted Outpatient Treatment (aka Laura’s Law).  The [ORGANIZATION’S NAME ] began studying this bill.  Laura’s Law provides court-ordered, intensive treatment in the community providing consistent supervision for those individuals with persistent, severe mental illness for whom other community services are not working.

We concluded from our research that the implementation of Laura’s Law in our county would reduce the suffering of people who are severely mentally ill by allowing them to engage in treatment offered by Community Mental Health.   This bill allows people who do not believe they are ill and are delusional to get well in the community so they can continue in treatment on their own, thereby avoiding hospitalization and/or jail.

This bill also has a significant cost avoidance feature.  It costs about [$42,000] a year to keep a mentally ill person in the County jail.   It costs about [$16,000] a year to have a person served via AB 1421.  At any given time, one third of the population in our jail is mentally ill.  The cost for hospitalization is about [$1,000] per day in an acute setting.  It costs $[1,500] per day to send a mentally ill jail inmate to the County Jail Hospital. 

The idea behind AB 1421 is that earlier intervention, before a crime is committed and the need to be hospitalized arises, will greatly reduce the suffering and costs associated with severe mental illness.   Nevada County, California implemented this bill and has found it to be successful.

We request that the Board of Supervisors pass a resolution implementing AB 1421 in [______] County.

Attached are several documents that you will find useful in your own research on the implementation of AB 1421.  [______]  County has all the pieces in place.   We will be happy to meet with you to further discuss our vision of how Laura’s Law would work here in ______. 

Sincerely,
[                          ]
Enclosures
